EASY MEANS OF MARCHING INTO S VKTO MATTHEO  3 i 1
the earl found that great body of men all in nvbibus^ and that the conde, in the plain ti uth of the matter, was much stronger than the letter at ftist iepie3entecL
Santo Mattheo was a place of known importance, and that fiom its situation, which cut off all communication between Catalonia and Valencia, and, consequently, should it fall into the hands of the enemy, the call's design upon the Litter must inevitably have been postponed It must be granted, the commands, foi attempting the relief of it weie pressing and peiemptoiy nevertheless, the earl was veiy conscious to himself, that as the piomised re-enforcements were suspended, his oificei s would not appiove of the attempt upon the foot of such vast inequalities, and their own de-claied sentiments soon confumecl the dictates of the earl's reason He theiefoie addie^es himself to those officeis in a diffeient mannei he told them he only desned they would be pas&ive, and leave it to him to work Ins own way Ac-coidmgly, the eail found out and lined two Spanish spies, foi whose fidelity (as his gieat piecaution always led him to do) he took sufficient secunty, and despatched them, with a lettei to Colonel Jones, govern01 of the place, intimating his readiness, as well as ability, to leheve him , and, above all, exhoiting him to have the Miquelets in the town ready, on sight of his troops, to issue out, puisue, and plunder, since that would be all they would have to do, and all he would ex[Kict at their hands The spies were despatched accordingly, and puisuant to instructions, one betrayed and discovered the othci-i who hid the lettei in chaige to deliver to Colonel Jones The eail, to cairy on the feint, having, m the mean time, by dividing his tioops, and mai chmg secretly over the mountains, drawn his men togethei, so as to make then appeal ancc on the height of a neighbouiing mountain, little more than cannon-shot fiom the enemy's camp, the tale of the spies was fully confirmed, and the conde, though av able general, marched ofF with some piecipitation with his aimy, <ind, by that means, the earl's smaller number of twelve hunched, had libeity to march into the town without mteri upturn I must not let slip an action of Colonel Jones's just befoie the earl's dehveiy of them The conde, for want of aitilleiy, had set his miners to work, and the colonel find** ing they had made some dangerous advances, tuined the eouise of a uvulet, that ran through the middle of the town,